34	PROHIBITED   MARRIAGES.
degrees is voidable, that is, merely subject to dissolution,
iiud hence requires a formal act, a bill of divorce. (])
a.    BIBLICAL   DEGREES.
§10.
The Biblical degrees of consanguinity and affinity are
contained in Leviticus, chap, xviil., and repeated also in
Lev. xx. 11-21, Avhere certain punishments arc appointed
for particular kinds of incestuous connections. Besides,
some of these degrees are mentioned also in Deut. xxiii. o,
and xxvii. 20, 22, 23, in connection with other execrable
crimes.
The first-mentioned chapter is introduced by the words:
tk Like the doings of the land of Egypt wherein you dwelt,
shall you not do, and like the doings of the land of Ca-
naan, whither I bring you, shall you not do. * * * *
(i) -priYp p3 IDCn *O, Talm. Kiddushin, p. 676; Maim. Ishuth IV. 12,
14; Eben Ha-Ezer XV. 1 ; XLIV. 6, 7.
By the common law of England, marriages within the prohibited
degrees of consanguinity and affinity are voidable, not void. But by
statute of the year 1835 it was provided that all marriages thereafter
solemnized, within the prohibited degrees either of consanguinity or
affinity, should be void. (Bishop's Marr. and Biv., I., § 119.) In most
of the American States such marriages are by statute void, in some
voidable only. (Ibid., § 320.) The difference between void and voida-
ble, as set forth by Bishop (§ 105), is the following: "A marriage is
said to be void when it is good for no legal purpose, and its invalidity
may be maintained in any proceeding, in any court, between any par-
ties, whether in the lifetime or after the death of the supposed husband
and wife, and whether the question arises directly or collaterally. A
marriage is said to be voidable, when the imperfection can be inquired
into only on a proceeding conducted for the purpose of setting it aside,
during the lifetime of both the husband and wife. Until set aside, it is
practically valid; when set aside, it is rendered void from the begin-
ning."

